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Dear Parents 

 

Detailed plans for September 2020 

 

As promised last week, I am writing to give you more details of our re-opening plans for September. I hope this will serve to reassure 

you about the changes we have made and the measures we have put in place in order to ensure that everyone is as safe as possible 

when returning to school. 

 

In addition to this, I have made a short video which I would ask that you all watch with your children ahead of September. 

Perhaps watch it now and then watch again just before coming back to school as a refresher. The video will be posted on the Facebook 

home learning page and you can also view it on YouTube via this link https://youtu.be/AZuT_3_aKfQ 

 

Some of the following information is repeated from last week, most with more detail for your information.  

 

Return to school and attendance 

All children will return to school on 2nd September 2020. 1st September will be a TD day.  

 

From September, attendance at school will be compulsory for all children (unless there is a medical reason which means they need to 

continue to shield). Attendance will be monitored closely from September and absences will be investigated. Unauthorised absence will 

be reported to the local authority a previously and fines may be issued from September.  

 

Children in the Early Years starting in Apple and Cherry classes will start school in a staggered way according to the plans already sent 

out to their parents.  

 

Drop off and Pick up 

The school will continue to be inaccessible for parents. Only school staff and authorised visitors will be allowed onto school site. There 

will be slightly staggered drop off and pick up times for all children in order to get them all into school as quickly and safely as 

possible. All parents will also be designated a drop off gate to drop off and collect your child. There will be no drop off facility to start 

with.  

 

Please see the tables overleaf to see when and where your child should be dropped off at school. There will be a 5 minute window for 

you to drop your child off. Please do not arrive early. We need to avoid over-crowding at the entrances. Please wait in a line with a safe 

distance between each family group. Class teachers will collect each class bubble from the gate at the designated time. If you have 

more than one child, we ask that you wait with each of them until their drop off time please. There is a ½ hour window to get all 

children into school so the wait will only be short.  

 

If you have more than one children who have different designated gates, please choose one of the gates. A member of the leadership 

team will escort the child who is not at their designated gate to their classroom.  

 

At the end of the day, your child’s teacher will bring the children back to the same gate at the designated time. Please wait outside the 

gate safely. Children will be given a particular order for their line when we go back to school. They will then all come out from school 

and be taken in in the same order each day.  
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Drop off: 

 
 

When Apple and Cherry children have settled they will move to 8.30 for drop off. However, initially they will take more time to 

separate from parents happily which is why we have moved them to the end slot so they don’t have to rush.  

 

Seedlings – there is a doorbell on the gate outside the Seedlings play area. Please use the hand sanitizer provided and ring the bell 

when you arrive to drop your child or pick them up. A member of staff will then come out to meet you. Please ensure you wait 

safely using the spots that will be marked on the pavement alongside the fence.  

 

Pick up: 

 
When collected from the gates, teachers will take children using a one way system back to class so that they do not have to cross 

any other bubble.  

 

Visitors to school 

As mentioned above, school will not be accessible for parents or general visitors. Parents should continue to contact the office via 

telephone, email or text messages. The office will be manned so there will be someone available to deal with your query.  

 
Specialist teachers, professionals and approved volunteers will be allowed to resume work in schools. There will be a strict protocol 

for all to follow which will be sent to them in advance. No specialist teacher will work with more than 2 class bubbles per day.  

 

Acorns wrap-around care 

Unfortunately, as we are unable to establish yet how to ensure children from different class bubbles do not mix in breakfast and 

after school clubs, there will be no wrap around care available for AT LEAST the first two weeks of the term. The earliest this will 

begin is 14th September. This is yet to be confirmed however. More information will be available in September. This is the same 

across every school in our federation. Please be assured that we are working on this and will endeavor to come up with a safe 

solution as soon as possible.  

 

Hot meals 

There will be hot meals available from September. You should go back to ordering in the normal way if your child would like to 

have hot meals.  

 

Children will use their own water bottle for drinking from at lunch time. Please ensure that they bring this to school each day. 

Children who forget their bottle will be given a bottle of water which will be charged to parents at 50p per bottle.  

 

Playtimes and lunchtimes 

Children will have staggered break times and lunch times and will play with children in their class bubble. Playgrounds have been 

demarcated with lines to divide the playgrounds. Each class will have their own section to play in.  

 

 



Toilets 

Children will be allocated one toilet to use for their class bubble. The central toilets will be out of use. Children will use their 

designated toilet during playtimes as well.  

 

Staff will be cleaning contact points in toilets regularly throughout each day. There will be sign up sheets on all doors to ensure that 

this happens routinely. All toilets will be thoroughly cleaned at the end of each day.  

 

Hand hygiene 

This will remain vitally important as we go back to school. There will be plenty of soap, paper towels and hand sanitizer in every 

classroom. Children will be asked to wash hands when they arrive at school, after they have been outside for play or for any other 

reason, before they go home, before lunch and after using the toilet.  

 

Please encourage good hand hygiene at home.  

 

Respiratory  hygiene 

Guidance states that children do not need to wear face masks or PPE in school. Staff will also not wear PPE unless they are dealing 

with an incident of a child being unwell, requiring first aid, positive handling or for personal care.  

 

Anyone using PPE will dispose of it in line with guidance, avoiding touching the front of the mask whilst doing so. Used PPE will be 

safely quarantined until it is safe to dispose of.  

 

If any child is using public transport, they will be required to wear a face mask. Please research guidance prior to them coming to 

school and show them how to remove and dispose of it safely. If your child is using a reusable mask, they should bring a sealable 

plastic bag to school to store it safely when not wearing it.  

 

If your child has anxieties regarding not wearing a mask and you feel they need to for their own well-being, please contact me 

through school to discuss this.  

 

Trips and visits 

We will be encouraging teachers to continue to plan trips and visits for the autumn terms where they fit with learning themes. We 

will not, however, be going on trips requiring transport until later in the year so teachers will make use of what is available in our 

local area if they choose to organise a trip. Teachers will let you know if they have planned a visit for your child’s class.  

 

As parents of children going into Year 4 will already know, the residential visit has been postponed until later in the academic year. 

More details to follow as soon as we have confirmed arrangements.  

 

Uniform 

All children should wear full school uniform for September so please prepare this over the summer break. This includes black school 

shoes (not trainers), tailored trousers/shorts/skirt/pinafore, a white polo shirt and a school sweatshirt or cardigan. Long hair should 

be tied back and hair accessories should be green, black or white. Novelty hair accessories are not allowed. Out-landish hair styles 

or colours are not permitted. Uniform can be purchased from Sports Bug in Melksham. 

 

There will no longer be a need to wash school uniform daily. However, we recommend regular washing.  

 

Behaviour expectations 

We have updated our behaviour policy and procedures to ensure that it is fit for purpose ready for September. A copy of this 

highlighting any amendments will be sent to you at the beginning of September for your information. It can be found on our 

school website now if you would like to read it in advance at 

https://www.forestsandridge.co.uk/downloads/forestsandridge/Behaviour-procedures-COVID-19-UPDATE.pdf 

 

Belongings 

Children will be able to bring a small bag to school with essential supplies in. They should bring their lunch box, if having packed 

lunch, water bottle which should be taken home daily for cleaning, sun hat/coat/suncream as appropriate and they may bring a 

pencil case with basic stationary supplies in. If they bring a pencil case in they will not be allowed to share the contents with anyone 

else.  

 

All children will be provided with their own pencil, rubber, ruler and pencil sharpener for their use in school.  

 

PE days 

PE kit will need to be brought in on PE days and taken home for cleaning at the end of the day. This is due to sweat which could be 

on the clothes which carries an additional risk of infection spread. It should be brought to school in a sealed bag and will be put 

straight back into this bag at the end of the lesson. Teachers will send a DoJo reminder on or the day before PE days.  
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Reading books 

Reading books will start to come home again. All books will be issued on Mondays and must be returned on Friday so that they can 

be quarantined for 48 hours over the weekend before being re-issued.  

 

The curriculum 

We will be basing our learning around something called the recovery curriculum. This acknowledges that all children will have 

encountered some form of trauma during the lockdown. This could have been relating to illness, having to stay at home or even 

missing friends and socialisation. Each child’s experiences will be different and we will endeavour to provide the support that each 

individual needs to be able to feel happy and settled back in school. Children cannot learn until they feel happy, safe and settled. 

This will, therefore, be our first priority in September.  

 

We also acknowledge that there will be learning that has been missed and some misconceptions that could have arisen during 

home learning. We are, therefore, working hard to ensure that our curriculum planning takes this into account so that children who 

need to are given the opportunities to catch up as quickly as possible.  

 

Teachers are working hard to plan new themes for September which compliment this curriculum. I am sure your child will enjoy 

what they have prepared.  

 

Finally… 

There will be further detail to come in September. As I said in my letter of last week, I really appreciate your patience with us on 

this… there is so much to think about and we have done our best to cover as much as we can. There are many more details of 

internal procedures, etc, that it is not necessary to let you know about. However, our updated risk assessment is now available on 

our website. If you would like to read it you can view it here https://www.forestsandridge.co.uk/downloads/forestsandridge/FS-90-

GRA-90.3-COVID-19-School-Operation-V4-1.pdf  As I said last week, our greatest priority is ensuring, as best we can, the safety of 

your children and our staff. Thank you for your continued understanding and support.  

 

If you have any questions over the summer break, please direct them to the ? help facility on the school website which will remain 

in use throughout the holidays.  

 

Thank you, once again, for your continued support, encouragement and patience. You have all done an incredible job over 

lockdown. We are really looking forward to welcoming all children back to school in September, albeit in a slightly different way. 

Please remember to take time to watch the short video I made with your child so that they are clear on what will be different. Please 

also spend time reassuring your child, particularly if they are anxious about returning to school, that we are doing absolutely all we 

can to ensure the safety and happiness of each and every one of them.  

 

Have a wonderful summer break, everyone.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Anna Willcox  

Headteacher 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.forestsandridge.co.uk/downloads/forestsandridge/FS-90-GRA-90.3-COVID-19-School-Operation-V4-1.pdf
https://www.forestsandridge.co.uk/downloads/forestsandridge/FS-90-GRA-90.3-COVID-19-School-Operation-V4-1.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


