
 

Forest and Sandridge C of E Primary School 

Curriculum Information Letter- Year 5 January 2022 

Dear Parents,  

We would like to welcome you back to school and hope that you had a happy Christmas break. In this 

letter you will find an overview of the work that your child will be completing during this Spring Term in 

school.  

Our Focus Values for the Spring Term are Hope and Wisdom 
Our Theme for the Spring Term is Vikings 

English 
 
 

During Term 3, Year Five will be basing their writing on a book called ‘Beowulf’ by 
Michael Morpurgo. This is the retelling of an old English epic originally written about 
1000 AD. It tells the tale of Beowulf, a Scandinavian warrior, who single-handedly saves 
the land of the Danes from the monster Grendel.  After the February Half Term, Year 5 
will be exploring a book called ‘Varmints’ by Helen Ward. This is an illustrated book 
about the most overlooked through in the world, the loss of peace and quiet. The 
Varmints come and build their huge, dark city where it was once only grass. Can 
someone find the time and space to stop, think and plant seeds of change?  

Maths Year Five have continued term 3 learning about the 4 operations. This term they will be 
focusing on formal methods for multiplication and division. We will continue to 
practice our arithmetic skills as well as focusing on applying what we have learnt in 
problem solving. We will then move onto position and direction, exploring translation 
and reflection. After half term, Year 5 will be learning about fractions, decimals and 
percentages as well as measurement: length, mass and capacity.  

RE In Term 3 we will be focusing on Sikhism and our key question is: Are religious stories 
still important today?  
In Term 4 our focus within Christianity will be Salvation in the lead up to Easter.  

Science We aim to make Science lessons engaging with experiments and hands on learning. We 
are lucky to have lots of Science resources to ensure that this can happen. Across the 
year there will be different, bigger, projects for the children to join in with. This term 
Year Five will be focusing on Forces. Children will explain that unsupported objects fall 
towards the Earth because of the force of gravity. They will also identify the effects of 
air resistance, water resistance and friction. Finally they will begin to look at some 
mechanisms, including levers, pulleys and gears. 

Computing We are continuing to use Purple Mash to help structure and support our computing 
lessons. Term 1 will be all about coding. In Term 2 we will begin to investigate 
databases. 

PE + Sports In term 3 the children will be attending gymnastics sessions at The Wiltshire School of 
gymnastics, as the weather warms in term 4 we will be learning netball skills. 

History This term Year Five are focusing on the Vikings and Anglo-Saxons, we will be 
considering whether invasions are a good or bad thing, using historical clues to 
determine how people used to live and discovering new information about how 
settlers travelled and worked.  

Geography  In term 4 we will be looking at river. The children will be encouraged to describe and 
understand key aspects of physical geography including climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes and the water cycle. 
We will be using different types of fieldwork sampling to observe, measure and record 
data. 



Art and 
Design 

To go alongside our Vikings and Anglo-Saxons topic Year 5 will be looking closely at 
dragon’s eyes and practicing our sketching and water-colour painting techniques in 
term 3.  

D.T In term 4 we will be designing and then building simple longboats featuring mechanical 
systems. 

MFL French will be taught in Year 5. We will start by covering: All about ourselves, 
the body, fashion and how you feel. 

PSHEE/SRE Term 3 - Dreams and Goals. We will be thinking about what we want to achieve in the 
future and what hard work we will need to do, to get there. We will also be thinking 
about how we can help others to reach their goals.  
Term 4 – Healthy Me. We will be thinking about how to look after ourselves and keep 
our minds and bodies as healthy as possible. We will be considering the impact of diet 
and exercise and recognising the importance of being mindful of ourselves.   

Music This year we will be following a new scheme of work for music.  
Term 1 - Our Community – children will be given opportunities to compose and 
perform music inspired by their local community.   
Term 2 - Solar System - looking at how different composers have been inspired by the 
universe. The children will be learning a song and composing their own pieces linked to 
space. 

Attendance This year we have a school target of 97% for all pupils. It is very important that your 
child attends school every day that they are fit and well. Please check our website or 
telephone the school office if you are unsure about whether to send your child into 
school or not. Pupils with attendance of less than 90% are regarded by the Government 
as having Persistent Absence and pupils with attendance in danger of falling to this 
level will be invited into school for support and an action plan (to restore their 
attendance to a level that will allow them to achieve well at school).  

Learning at 
Home 

Spellings 
Reading 
Maths Attack 

Important 
Information 
 
 
 

PE will be every Tuesday for both Cedar and Maple. 

 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact us on Class Dojo. 

Mrs Hipkin-Fox, Mrs Pocock, Mrs Prosser and Mrs Bacon 


