
 

Safeguarding Update – WhatsApp and Squid Game 

 

Dear Parents 

 

WhatsApp 

I have been made aware of children, especially in upper KS2, using WhatsApp and using this online platform inappropriately. It has 

been reported to me that children are calling each other names, excluding others from groups and being generally unkind causing 

distress and upset to others. This is now having an impact in school with issues initially started on the instant messaging app 

impacting children in school. 

 

The official age rating for WhatsApp was raised from 13+ to 16+ in May 2018. Although it is your choice to allow your 

child to use WhatsApp or not, if you chose to allow your child to use WhatsApp please make sure you monitor the 

conversations taking place. In line with our online safety curriculum we will remind children in school of how to stay safe on 

line and that when someone posts something online they create a digital footprint that can then be saved and shared by others.  

 

Squid Game 

Teachers in school have also noticed a few conversations amongst children about Squid Game. Squid Game is a South Korean 

television series streaming on Netflix. The plot centers on a group of adult debtors, thieves, and gamblers competing against each 

other in a series of childhood games (such as What’s the Time Mr Wolf) for a grand cash prize. However, there is a dark twist to 

these seemingly innocent games – losing competitors are violently killed off in ways that grow more twisted as the games grow 

more intense. Currently, Squid Game has a rating of 15+ as the visual content includes high levels of gore, death, violence, and 

physical assault. It also has graphic depictions of suicide, murder, and sexual assault. 

 

Children and young people are likely to know about the show via word of mouth and because it is so popular on 

social media. Players of online games such as Roblox have also created games based on the show which are often 

graphic in content. Parents and carers should be aware that video content and game themes from this show are found on a range 

of other online platforms They may be unaware of the extent of gore, death, and violence the show contains. It also focuses on 

adult themes that are not appropriate for Primary age children. 

 

These links give parents and carers a guide to WhatsApp and Squid Game and information on top tips for staying safe that can, if 

you wish, be shared with your child.  

 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/whatsapp/ 

 

https://www.norfolk.police.uk/sites/norfolk/files/whatsapp.pdf 

 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/squid-game-trending-across-platforms-what-parents-need-to-know  

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

 

Scott James 

Principal 
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