
Spring Term 2020 

Curriculum Newsletter 

Up in Flames! 

Welcome to Lower School :)  

Welcome back! We hope you all had 
a peaceful Christmas break.  The 
children have all settled back into 
school routines quickly and are 
ready for an exciting term of 
learning.  

If you have any messages or con-
cerns, please feel free to come and 
talk to us or send a message via 
dojo.  We all have an open door 

In Lower Phase our exciting theme for the spring term is ‘Up in Flames’ where we will be learning all about 
The Great Fire of London. 

Within this theme many of the curriculum areas will be covered: 

English: Our text focus this term will be Vlad and The Great Fire of London.  We will use this story 
as a basis for teaching our English objectives.  

Year 1 will focus on using past and present tense correctly within their writing, writing sentences to form 
a short narrative as well as using phonics to help us spell unknown words. We will also be creating a non-
fiction text based on The Great Fire of London.  

Year 2 will focus on grammar including, commas in a list, apostrophes, conjunctions and the use of adjec-
tives and adverbs. Year 2 will be using their fantastic imaginations to create their own version of the sto-
ry. We will also be creating a non-fiction text based on The Great Fire of London.  

Spellings, and phonics will continue to be taught on a daily basis in addition to our daily English lessons.   

Maths: In year 1, we will be looking at and exploring numbers 7—20, we will be partitioning them as well as 
recalling addition and subtraction facts. We will also be learning about measurement including length and 
position and direction for geometry. Across the term, we will also be developing our reasoning skills for 
our ‘twist it’ problems. There will also be some extra challenges for children to deepen their mathematical 
understanding.  

In year 2, the units we will be covering are: multiplication (x2, x3, x5, x10), addition and subtraction and 
division. We will also continue to work on the children’s fluency, re-capping previous skills and basic num-
ber facts.  

We will also be starting ‘Maths Attack’. Your child will have a booklet to begin to practise these fluency 
skills at home and will be tested weekly on the relevant stage.  

R.E: 

In year 1 the key question is ‘Was it always easy for Jesus to show friendship?’ We will be exploring this 
in more detail and looking at a range of bible stories which show Jesus’ friendship. We will link this back 
to our own lives and how we can learn from stories of the bible to show friendship to others.  

In year 2, the key question is ‘How important is it for Jewish people to do what God asks?’. They will be 
learning about: Jewish beliefs about God, about the Jewish mezuzah,  Shabbat as a special day of the 
week and Passover as a religious festival.   

Science: We will be learning about materials; exploring the properties of a range of materials as well as 
sorting and classifying materials. We will link this to everyday objects and the suitability of materials 
used.  

History: In History we will learn about ‘The Great Fire of London’. We will look back at the sequence of 
events, investigating reasons for the fire and subsequent changes made to fire services. We will also be 
comparing how London has changed over time. As part of this, there will be some fire safety lessons.  

Art: In Art we will be looking at different collage methods using a range of materials. Our end result will 
be a collage picture of ‘The Great Fire of London’.  

DT: In Design Technology we will be using our cooking skills to design, make and evaluate bread. 

Music: Our music is taught by a Music teacher this term who will be singing with the children. We will also 
be teaching music in our classrooms, using a range of instruments to create music to go with stories in R.E 
and theme. 

PSHEE: Our PSHEE theme this term is ‘Dreams and Goals’. Children will be thinking about short and long 
term goals and dreams for the future.  

P.E: This term we will be having Gymnastics and Games sessions. During these sessions the children will 
learn how to use apparatus safely and develop awareness of how they can control movement and balance of 
their bodies.  

Computing: During computing lessons, we will be looking at sorting and classifying as well as continuing to 
learn about staying safe online. We will be using ‘Purple Mash’ as our main source for computing lessons. 



 

 

 

USEFUL INFORMATION! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 We will continue to set spellings every Friday to be tested on the following Friday.  These will be linked to 

the phonic sounds or spelling patterns we will be teaching in school and results will be sent home in the 
back of their spelling books. 

 Please  try to hear your child read every night at home; it really does have a massive impact to their confi-
dence and fluency in reading. Please remember to write this in your child’s reading record so they can move 
along the reading reward chart. Reading books will be changed regularly throughout the week.  

 This term we will be starting ‘Maths Attack’. A booklet will be sent home with your child. Please help them 
to work on their stage in order to help with their maths fluency. They will be tested on their stage weekly 
and we will keep you updated on their progress. 

 If you have a message for your child’s teacher, please make sure you either speak to them directly or send 
a message via class Dojo. 

 If someone else will be picking up your child or there are different arrangements please ensure you let the 
school office know. 

 Please can you ensure your child has a pair of wellies in school so they are able to go outside at breaktimes 
and lunchtimes when it is wet.  

 Please ensure all children have an indoor (shorts, t-shirt and daps) and outdoor (jogging bottoms, t-shirt 
and warm top and trainers) PE kits at all times. Also please ensure they are named.  

 Outdoor learning dates are as follows: 

Holly: No outdoor learning  

Willow:  8th January—5th February 

Elm: 12th February— 18th March 

Ash: 25th March— 6th May 

 

Important Information for the year ahead! 

 Week beginning 20th January—Focus week—David Attenborough  

 11th  February: Safer Internet Day 

 12th March—Lower School Lent Service—St Andrew’s Church 

 Class Assemblies: Elm: 31st March  Ash: 17th March  

 Parents Evening: 17th March & 19th March 

 

 

 


