
 

25th February 2019 

 

Dear Parents,  

 

Spelling 

 

I am writing to you to inform you of changes to the way we will be delivering our spellings tests in school 

from next term. As you will know from earlier in the year, spelling has had a big focus across the school this 

year. As part of this, we are continually reviewing what we are doing in school to ensure teaching and learning 

in spelling has maximum impact for the children. We have recently reviewed the way we deliver our spelling 

tests to the children and have decided to make some changes to this. 

 

Currently, the children are taught a spelling rule in school each week and sent home with 5 – 10 spellings 

linking to the rule, which they are tested on that week. However, research has shown many children will just 

learn these spellings by rote and are not always apply the rule to other words or apply the spellings in their 

everyday written work. Therefore, we are going to adapt weekly spellings tests to ensure children are 

learning the rule and applying this to other words, which we hope will have a bigger impact on their writing.  

 

Our new spelling test format will now be as follows: 

 

Children will be sent home with 10 words per week (apart from Year 1 who will have 6 per week). These will 

link to the spelling rule for the week. They will be tested on 5 of these words and another 5 which are not on 

the list sent home (to prevent rote learning). They will then also be tested on 2 other spellings from a rule 

which has been previously taught. This is to ensure children are remembering spelling rules and are not 

forgetting them after the test. 

 
All spellings and rules which children will be tested on weekly will now be sent home at the start of each 

term, meaning you will always have a whole terms worth of spellings ready to learn. It will be clear which 

rules your child is learning during which week and when they will be tested on each rule. This will allow you 

to have an overview of the spelling rules which will be taught across each term. Children can also get ahead 

with other rules if they wish to!  

 

If you have any questions regarding the changes to spellings, please do not hesitate to talk to your child’s 

teacher who will be more than happy to talk through the changes with you.  

 

Many Thanks 

 

Jen Hale 

Spelling Lead 

Headteacher: Mrs Anna Willcox 

Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Helen Biles-Wood 

Assistant Headteacher: Mr James Mead 

SENCO: Mrs Helen Chappell 

Tel: 01225 703394          Email: office@forestsandridge.wilts.sch.uk      www.forestsandridge.co.uk 

 

Nurture, Grow, Flourish. 
 

Forest & Sandridge CE Primary School 

Cranesbill Road, Melksham  

Wiltshire 

SN12 7GN 
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