
 

 
 
  

Newsletter - September 2020 
We are back!  
Welcome back to all of our children and families. We are 
thrilled to have all of our children back in school and the buzz of 
learning filling our classrooms again. Welcome to all of the new 
children and families in Seedlings, Apple and Cherry as well as 
those children joining us across the school. We are delighted to 
welcome you all and hope that you have a fantastic start to 
your time at Forest & Sandridge.  
 
We are, also, very pleased to welcome Miss Richens and Mrs 
Lawer. They have really enjoyed getting to know the children in 
their classes and they are very much looking forward to the 
year ahead. We hope you get to know them very soon and they 
are looking forward to getting to know many of you in the 
coming weeks and months.  
  

Although it has been necessary to make a number of 
adjustments in school to ensure we are keeping the children as 
safe as possible, everyone has settled back into school life with 
enthusiasm. The children have shown great courage and 
humility in their approach to the changes.  
 
With the start of a new school year comes hope for what the 
year may bring. The world around us is nothing that we would 
have recognised a year ago but on returning to school, we are 
filled with the hope that everyone at school will do their very 
best to make sure the children continue to be nurtured, grow 
and flourish in the coming year.  
  

 
 
 
  

 

This term our worship theme is: 
Compassion 
 
This year in worship we will be revisiting our 4 core values of 
compassion, courage, respect and humility. This term we are 
focusing on compassion.  
 
In worship we will we exploring how our attitudes and actions 
must reflect the kindness, mercy and compassion of Jesus and 
love of God for everyone. Some of the questions we will be 
considering are: How do we show kindness and respect to one 
another? How do we show compassion for those beyond our 
school?  
 
As well as this, we are also looking forward to celebrating 
Harvest as a whole school and sharing our service video with 
you all so you can join us in our celebration.  
 
  
 
Congratulations to our new House 
Captains…  
 
Well done to all our children who showed immense courage 
by sharing their House Captain speeches virtually with the 
rest of the school. We were very impressed by the speeches 
and it was a very difficult decision for the children.  The  
results have now been announced and the new House and 
Vice Captains are:  
 

Ashdown 
Captain- Blake 
Vice- Jamie C 

 
Savernake 

Captain-Leighton W 
Vice- Hayden 

 
Sherwood 

Captain- Carson 
Vice- Charlotte C 

 
Epping 

Captain - Evie R 
Vice- Reggie 

 
Well done to these children. We are sure you will have the 
support of all of the children in your house.  



 

  
  

News from across the school… 
 

Apple and Cherry have had a great first few weeks welcoming 
all of the new children into school. We are so proud of how 
brave and courageous they have been, and a special thank you 
to the parents for supporting their child during this milestone. 
They can’t wait to learn and play throughout this term as we get 
to know each other. Seedlings have had lots of fun settling into 
the new term. They are learning all about each other, playing 
together and making new friends.  They are learning about 
different foods that we eat at the moment and thanking God for 
the Harvest. 
 

Lower school children have all settled back into their new 
classes really well and have enjoyed being back in school 
learning alongside their friends.  They have had a busy few 
weeks getting stuck into our new topic ‘Me, Myself and I’ where 
we have been discovering things about ourselves, our friends 
and also our local area. Year 1 have really enjoyed creating 
self-portraits using oil pastels and year 2 have been busy 
studying artist Andy Warhol ready to create their own Andy 
Warhol style portraits.  
 

The children in Middle School have settled back well to school 
and have really enjoyed exploring our new learning theme. 
They have loved reading George’s Marvellous Medicine and 
are already excited to see what else happens in the BFG. 
 

Upper School have been busy getting to grips with their new 
theme this term ‘Hygge’. Hygge is a Danish word used when 
acknowledging a feeling or moment, whether alone or with 
friends, at home or out, ordinary or extraordinary as cosy, 
charming or special. It is a feeling or experience, not a thing! 
They have discovered some easy ways to adopt a more Hygee-
friendly lifestyle. 
 
Well done to all of our children who have had a very successful 
return to school. We are proud of you all! 
 

Polite reminder 
 
Please can we ask all of our families to park respectfully of 
all residents in the local area. It is also important that we 
are cautious and sensible when driving on the roads 
surrounding the school to maintain the safety of everyone.  
 

Thank you for continuing to follow the guidance of 
refraining from using the school car park. If for any reason 
you need to use the car park, please ensure you have 
made arrangements for this with school staff.  
 
 

Apply for a secondary 
school place by 31st 

October 2020 
Apply online: 

https://admissions.wiltshir
e.gov.uk/prefs.php  

https://admissions.wiltshire.gov.uk/prefs.php
https://admissions.wiltshire.gov.uk/prefs.php


 

 

A message from Forest Friends 
 
Forest Friends held their AGM and first meeting of the year, last 
week. We spent time thinking out how we can make a 
difference for the children and continue to raise funds to 
improve their learning environment.  
 
You will have received our first letter about rags2riches 
collection, please clear out your cupboards. We also hope to 
bring you a quiz night. As we move to the end of term we would 
like to still add to the festive celebrations for the children. Keep 
an eye out for the very much delayed Easter Eggs as these 
should come home with the children before the half term 
holidays.  
 
We very much look forward to your support, in any way you can 
give it. 
 

Online Safety 
 
Here are some top tips for keeping your child safe online.  

 

 

 

A number of children are bringing mobile phones to school. 
Wherever possible, children should not have phones in school. 
For those parents of children who walk home alone who want to 
be able to contact their children before and after school, the 
children are able to keep the phone turned off during the school 
day in their teacher’s cupboard.  
 

It has been reported that a number of children are using their 
mobile phones on their way to and from school and they are 
recording videos wearing school uniform. In some cases, these 
videos are then being shared on a range of social media 
platforms. Please could we ask parents of children who bring 
their phones to school to discuss with their child the importance 
of keeping their identity, including their school uniform, private 
online as uniform can be a form of identity. If you need any 
further support with this, please contact your child’s class 
teacher via Dojo.  

School Nurse 
 

The school nursing team have asked us to remind all of 
our families that all children should have an annual 
optician check and if there any concerns about your 
child’s hearing, then please contact your GP. 

 

 

International Day of Languages 
 

 

 

On Friday we celebrated International Day of Languages. 
Despite COVID regulations being in place, it was lovely to carry 
on with a Forest & Sandridge tradition of celebrating this event. 
Children spent the day exploring a country and learning some 
of the basic language of that country. We hope that they came 
home and taught you what they learnt. It was fantastic to hear 
the children saying goodbye in a range of languages at the gate 
at the end of the day!  
 

 
Harvest  
 
We will be celebrating Harvest at school on Friday 2nd 
October. Your child is welcome to bring in a donation for the 
Melksham Foodbank as part of our Harvest offering. In such 
difficult times, we would like show compassion to others and 
help where we can.  
 
Please see the letter sent home for further details about 
Harvest Festival.  
 

Well done… 
 
Well done to Evie C in Year 4 for holding a bake sale for a 
homeless charity after being inspired by the story 'Mr Stink'. 
Evie raised £87. We think this is an amazing way to show 
compassion to others and we are very proud that Evie has 
demonstrated our school value outside of school. Well done 
Evie.  
 


