
Spring Term 2019 

Curriculum Newsletter 

Castle Chaos! 

Spring Term 

Welcome to Lower 
School :)  

We hope you all had a 
peaceful Christmas break.  
The children have all set-
tled back into school rou-
tines quickly and are 
ready for an exciting 
term of learning ahead.  

If you have any messages 
or concerns, please feel 
free to come and talk to 
us or send a message via 
Dojo.  We all have an open 
door policy :)  

Lower Phase Team: 

Teachers: 

Miss J Hale (Ash) 

Mrs L Bell (Elm Mon-Fri) 

Mrs J Morgan (Elm-
Friday) 

Mrs L Tiddy (Willow) 

Mrs C Hearn (Willow) 

Mrs L Hills (Holly) 

 

Teaching Assistant: 

Mrs C Johnson 

Mrs S Bryant 

Miss C Parfitt 

Mrs S Pearce 

Mrs N Mack 

Mrs S Brailey 

Mrs L Browne 

 

In the Lower Phase our exciting theme for the spring term is ‘Castle Chaos!’  

Within this theme many of the curriculum areas will be covered: 

English: Our text focus this term will be The Emperor of Absurdia by Chris Riddell.   
We will use this story as a basis for teaching our English objectives.  

Year 1 will focus on independence in writing and making our sentences longer using the 
word ‘and.’ We will also focus on making our writing more accurate with good Phonics and 
reading through to check it makes sense.  

Year 2 will focus on using adjectives and adverbs, apostrophes, commas and using dif-
ferent sentence types as well as using our imaginations to think of alternative endings 
for the story. 

Spellings, Phonics and EGPS will continue to be taught on a daily basis in addition to our 
daily English lessons.   

Science We will be learning about materials; exploring the properties of a range of ma-
terials as well as sorting and classifying materials. 

History In history we will learn about the history of castles and monarchs.   The 
children will understand more about what a monarch is and what they do, as well as 
learning the names of some of our past monarchs. 

Art: In Art we will be looking at the work of different famous artists and replicat-
ing some of their work.  

DT:  In Design Technology in Term 4 we will be preparing and cooking foods in a 
build up to a medieval banquet!  The children will taste foods and design and make their 
own banquet contribution! 

Music Our music will be taught by a Music teacher this term who will be singing with the 
children. We will also be teaching music in our classrooms, using a range of instruments 
to create music for a royal banquet.  

Maths   

In year 1, we will be covering place value and number, which includes multiples of 2, 5 
and 10. We will be going over addition and subtraction within 20 and moving on to meas-
urement. In measurement, we will be covering length, height, weight and volume.  

In year 2, the units we will be covering are: multiplication & division, statistics, exploring 
the properties of different shapes, fractions and measurement of height. If you would 
like to know more about the ways we teach these units to support your child at home, 
please feel free to ask your child's teacher.   

R.E. In R. E.  we will be learning about Jewish people’s beliefs about God, about the 
Jewish mezuzah,  Shabbat as a special day of the week and the festivals of Sukkoth 
and/or Rosh Hashanah.  

PSHEE Our  PSHEE Jigsaw theme is Dreams and Goals. We will be looking at how we can 
set achievable targets and then how we can plan small steps towards success.  

P.E  This term we will be having Gymnastics and Games sessions. During these sessions 
the children will learn about using apparatus safely and develop awareness of how they 
can control movement and balance of their bodies. Children will also take part in outdoor 
adventurous activities with Mrs Bacon and P.E. with the Sports Coach. P.E. kits should 
remain in school until half term when we will send them home to be washed. Please can 
children remember to tie up long hair. 

Computing Our computing this term will be based on digital literacy.  We will also 
continue to work on the importance of E-safety with all children. 



 

 

 

USEFUL INFORMATION! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 We will continue to set spellings every Friday to be tested on the following Friday.  These will be linked to 

the phonic sounds or spelling patterns we will be teaching in school and results will be sent home in the 
back of their spelling books. 

 Please  try to hear your child read every night at home; it really does have a massive impact to their confi-
dence and fluency in reading. Please remember to write this in your child’s reading record so they can move 
along the reading reward chart. Reading books will be changed regularly throughout the week.  

 If you have a message for your child’s teacher, please make sure you either speak to them directly or send 
a message via class Dojo. 

 If someone else will be picking up your child or there are different arrangements please ensure you let the 
school know. 

 Please can you ensure your child has a pair of wellies in school so they are able to go outside at breaktimes 
and lunchtimes when it is wet.  

 Outdoor learning dates are as follows: 

Willow: 13th Feb– 20th March 

Elm: 9th Jan-6th Feb 

Ash/Holly: No outdoor learning this term 

 If there are any parents who would like to volunteer in school, we would very much appreciate your 
help. Please contact Mrs Potter in the office for details.  

 

Important Information for the year ahead! 

 Parents evenings : 9th and 21st March 

 Lent Service: 14th March—this will be in St Andrew’s church 

 Date to be arranged:  Medieval Banquet in school! 

 Class Assemblies: Ash: 18th March  

 

 

 

 


