
 

 

 

Newsletter June 2020 
What a term! 
This term has seen more children returning to school. We 
have been delighted to see some of the children in 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 return. There is nothing better 
than hearing the children laugh in the playground and seeing 
them learning and smiling in the classroom. The children 
have adapted to the new routines and procedures with great 
resilience and enthusiasm. We also know it has been quite a 
change for you as parents. We wanted to thank you for your 
ongoing support and for supporting all the changes that have 
been necessary in recent weeks.  
 
Although we have loved welcoming more children back to 
school this term, we are aware that there are many children 
still home learning and we can’t wait to welcome them back 
as soon as we can. We are still unclear as to the 
arrangements for September and we are waiting for further 
guidance from the Government. We understand this causes 
you uncertainty and creates many questions. Please be 
assured that we will do everything that we can to ensure that 
the children have a positive return to school and a thorough 
transition to their next class.  
 
We continue to be amazed at how well the children, with your 
support, have coped with this extended period of home 
learning. This is not the way we expected this academic year 
to end but we still hope to ensure that the year will end in true 
Forest & Sandridge style!  
 

This term our worship theme is: 
Truthfulness 
This term we have been focusing on the theme of 
truthfulness. So far we have considered the concepts of truth 
and deception, choosing the truth, standing up for the truth 
and seeing the light in the truth. The children will also be 
focusing on why the truth is so important and searching for 
the truth.  
 
Towards the end of term we will be exploring changes as part 
of worship. This will support our transition work as the 
children prepare to make the transition to new year groups or 
secondary school in September.  
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

News from the children in 
school…. 
Here is an update on what the children have been doing on 
returning to school.  
 
It has been lovely to welcome back so many children from 
Apple and Cherry. They have been enjoying playing in the 
outside area in the sunshine and being with their friends.  
 
Lower school bubbles have settled really well into our ‘new’ 
normal! The children have enjoyed being in school and having 
lots of fun. We have been researching different animals 
across the world and creating lots of lovely art work to go with 
this including endangered turtles where we made turtle 
window decorations - can you spot them as you walk past? 
We have also researched the artist Henri Rousseau and 
created our own versions of his painting ‘Tiger in a tropical 
storm’.  
 
The Year Six children are thoroughly enjoying being back in 
school. They’ve been so engaged with their home learning 
and now have such a positive attitude back in the classroom. 
They’re enjoying sharing their new found ‘lock down’ talents 
with one another - some children developed their cooking 
whilst others started learning a new language!  
All Year 6 children are now starting their transition to 
Secondary School learning. The children are working on key 
life skills to help them for years to come.  
 
Over the last couple of weeks, our Keyworker bubbles, have 
enjoyed researching and exploring animals as part of the  
learning project. The children in school have written some 
lovely acrostic poems and have researched ways to save and 
protect endangered sea turtles. They have recycled rubbish 
from their lunch in collages and made stained glass windows.  
 

Thank you to everyone for continuing to share their home 
learning with their teacher on Dojo and Tapestry as well as 
with everyone on our home learning Facebook page.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Online Safety 
 

The children are spending more time online at the moment as 
they are completing learning remotely using many online 
resources. It is very important that children continue to be safe 
online. These are the SMART rules that we explore at school 
that might be useful to look at with your children.  
 

 
 

During Lockdown, we have seen a rise in the use of TikTok 
amongst families and children. This app is recommended as a 
13+ app. There is some useful guidance on TikTok on the 
following link:  
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/tiktok/#topTipsBlock .  
 
We would advise any parents who have a child that use Tik 
Tok to look at this guide and follow the top tips to staying safe 
on Tik Tok.  
 

If you are ever concerned about a child’s online activity, then 

please speak to a member of staff about your concerns.  
 

 
  

  

  

  
 

Pupdate: Luna 
 

As you will have heard in a recent letter, we are all very excited to 
be welcoming a very exciting new addition to the Forest & 
Sandridge family. The children are already asking about her and 
making her pictures, cards and even crowns! She is a very lucky 
dog to have so much love and admiration from our children.  
If you have not seen the puppy update on our Facebook page, then 
here is a little update for you all from her breeders.  
 
The puppies are all continually developing and changing. All their 
little personalities are coming out more and more…Luna is a 
sociable and calm little thing. She is confident and loves to join in 
with whoever and whatever is going on. I am so THRILLED she will 
be working in a school – definitely the right puppy for that 
environment.  
 
At five weeks the development is all about learning to socialise with 
each other and humans. They are being exposed to a lot of visitors. 
We are grooming them each day and continue to play with their 
paws and ears.  
 
All the puppies are thriving and putting on the right amount of weight 
for their frames.  
 
Luna is 2.615kg…she is the smallest of the litter.  
 

  

Luna is the puppy with the orange collar 

Spirited Arts 
 
Don’t forget if you would like to enter the Spirited Arts competition 
please send all entries to school via the email address 
office@forestsandridge.wilts.sch.uk by Monday 6th July. These can 
be both in photograph or video form and need to include child’s 
name, age and theme on your entry.  
 
If you need some ideas for your entry, here is a link to look at 
previous entries. https://www.natre.org.uk/about-
natre/projects/spirited-arts/spirited-arts-gallery/2019/ 
 
 

 

 

  
 

Parental Questionnaire 
 
To help us to prepare for September, we would like to know what 
your child’s experience of Lockdown has been. It is very important 
that we meet the needs of all the children and we are busy 
preparing the Curriculum for September that will support the 
children in reintegrating back into school successfully. There will be 
a focus on social, emotional and mental health parts of the 
Curriculum. So we are able to gain a greater understanding of the 
impact of Lockdown and COVID-19 on the children, we are asking 
parents to complete a very quick (less than 2 minutes) 
questionnaire on the following link. 
https://freeonlinesurveys.com/s/MmGz54Mn 
 
 
 

 

 

Lockdown artwork 
 

As COVID-19 Lockdown is a piece of our Forest & Sandridge 
history, we would like to create a piece of artwork to mark this 
moment in time for all of our families and children.  
 
We would like to use your photos to create this piece of 
artwork. We are asking for all children to send in a photo of 
what home learning has meant for them…this could be them 
sat at a desk, them outside walking, it could be a picture of their 
family or a piece of work that they have completed or anything 
else that they feels shows their experience of home learning. 
Please can all photos be sent to teachers by Friday 10th July.  

 
Once you have chosen or taken a photo, please Dojo this 
photo to your child’s class teacher. We are then going to use all 
of the photos to create a home learning rainbow montage.  
 
We are looking forward to receiving the photos and showing 
the children the finished result as soon as we can!  
 
 
 

 

 

  
 

Chef in the making… 
 

Well done to William, in Year 5, who has been  
chosen as an ambassador for a company called 
‘Bakebox’. William is going to be their chief tester!  
We are looking forward to trying out some of  
William’s creations. Well done William.  
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