
 

 
  

 

Newsletter December 2019 
Ending 2019 on a high! 
 
We can’t believe that this time of year has come around again 
already! Each year seems to pass by more quickly than the last! 

Well done to all of our children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 
who have wowed us all with their performances of ‘Whoops-a-
Daisy Angel’ and ‘The Bossy King’. All the children showed great 
courage and enthusiasm in their nativities. We were incredibly 
proud of all of the children so we can only imagine how proud 
you are as their parents! The children worked incredibly hard in 
preparation to learn lines, song words and dances and, with the 
great support of their teachers and TAs, put on great shows that 
were not only entertaining but taught us about the real reason for 
Christmas. Also, thank you for your support with providing 
costumes and helping the children learn their lines. Without your 
support, the nativities would not have been as amazing as they 
were!  

2019 has been a another very busy year at Forest & Sandridge. 
We are delighted that the year ended with a positive Ofsted 
inspection. We hope you have all had a chance to read the latest 
report. What is clear within the report is the children’s love for 
school and their learning. We are really pleased that the 
inspector saw what life is like for a child at our school and that he 
recognised the hard work and dedication of our children, staff, 
governors and families. We are already working on addressing 
the areas to improve on and we look forward to sharing further 
information on this with you in the near future.   

We hope you all have a happy, peaceful and fantastic Christmas. 
We will look forward to seeing all the children back again after 
the break re-energised and ready for a spring term full of 
learning.  

Merry Christmas, everyone, and a Happy New Year! 

  
 

  
 

Advent & Stations of the 
Nativity 
 
Our Advent reflections have continued this term focusing on 
hope, peace, love and joy during this very special season. The 
children have lead us through poignant thoughts and given 
everyone an opportunity to consider what Advent and Christmas 
means to us.  

It has been fantastic to see so many parents joining us for our 
Advent reflections and taking part in the periods of reflection. 
Thank you for your continued support. 

The children have also taken part in the Stations of the Nativity, 
this was an opportunity to think about how people reacted and 
treated others in the nativity story and how we can show this in 
our lives today.  

  
 

Thank you 
 
We are delighted to announce that we raised £372.64 for the 
Royal British Legion when selling items and collecting for 
Remembrance day.  
 
So far we have reached £269 raised from Christmas Jumper Day 
for Save the Children. Thank you for your generosity in         
supporting the work of these important charities.   
  
 

Dates for your diary  
 
6th January - TD Day  

7th January - Children return to school 

13th January - Clubs begin 

7th February - PTA Quiz Night 

11th February - Safer Internet Day 
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
 

Apply for a primary school 
place online by 15th January: 
 
https://admissions.wiltshire.gov.uk/pref
s.php  
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Community News 
 
Forest Friends would like to say thank you to everyone that 
attended the Christmas Fayre. The event was a huge success 
and a thoroughly enjoyable evening with an array of stalls, 
games and, of course, Santa. Just over £1400 was raised which 
is a fantastic amount of money. The Wreath making evening 
raised £800, again, this is an amazing amount.  

The key project that Forest Friends are working towards this year 
is the installation of a PlayPod. A Playpod is a space, which is 
filled with resources, provided by Wiltshire Scrapstore, for 
children to access during their lunchtime. This actively 
encourages free play and stimulates the child’s creativity and 
imagination.  

Thank you to all parents and families for your continued support. 
The events you attend make a huge difference to the children in 
school and we are looking forward to giving the children further 
opportunities in 2020 
 

Polite Notice 
 
We have had a number of reports from parents with regards to 
dogs outside of school and on the path to school particularly with 
an increase in dog mess outside of the school gate. Please be 
extra vigilant when walking to school and if you are walking to 
school with your dog, please ensure you clear up after your dog.  

Also, just a gentle reminder to everyone to continue to be 
respectful of our neighbors when tying up your dogs as well as 
being aware that some of our children are wary of dogs.  

Thank you to all for your continued support with this.  

  
  

  

  
 

Reading at home 
 
With the Christmas holidays ready to start, it is the perfect time to 
share a story with your children. Reading at home is a vital part 
of a child’s development and promotes a fostering for the love of 
reading. Whether you hear your child read or read to them, all 
children benefit from daily reading of some kind. If you hear your 
child read any kind of story, non-fiction book, newspaper, poem 
or anything else we ask for this to be recorded in your child’s 
reading journal. We would ask that all children are heard read at 
least 5 times per week.  

To give you some ideas of books to read with your child, the 
Book Trust have released a top 100 books. The full list can be 
found at https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/our-
recommendations/100-best-books/ . They have top books for all 
age ranges. To give you a little taste of the list, here are the top 
10 books:  

1. Harry Potter and the Philosophers Stone  by J K Rowling 

2. The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

3. The BFG by Roald Dahl, illustrated by Quentin Blake 

4. The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 

5. Winnie-the-Pooh by A A Milne, illustrated by E H Shepherd 

6. The Cat in the Hat by Dr Seuss 

7. The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring by J R R 
Tolkien 

8. Charlottes Web  by E B White 

9. Northern Lights [from His Dark Materials trilogy] by Philip 
Pullman 

10. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C S Lewis 

 

News from across the school 
 
Early years have had a busy term, learning and practicing for 
their Nativity; ‘Whoops-a-Daisy Angel’. The children have just 
had their end of topic Fairy Tale dress up day. They were invited 
by Prince Charming to come to a ball. They danced and played 
games at the ball, as well as eating yummy cakes we had made. 

Lower school have loved performing their nativity ‘The Bossy 
King’ to the school and parents. All the hard work of rehearsing 
and practicing has paid off. All children sang, danced and acted 
beautifully. We are very proud of all the children.  

Middle school thoroughly enjoyed holding their Stone Age 
exhibition last week and were so pleased to hear all the lovely 
comments about how much people had enjoyed it from their 
family and friends. They have also prepared and led a Church 
service at St Andrew’s about the significance of Christingles.  

Upper School have had a fantastic term - all four classes have 
been super busy and the work they have produced has been 
fabulous! We’ve been focused on the theme ‘What a Wonderful 
World’ and the children have thoroughly enjoyed it. Next term we 
will be    focusing on a new theme called “Have Courage, Show 
Respect”. We’re all looking forward to what Term 3 will bring. 

  

  

  
 

Goodbye 
 
We will be very sad to see Miss Lack leave Forest & Sandridge 
at the end of this term. Maple Class will miss her and we all 
wish her well with her move to Winchester! 
 
Mr Stone will teach Maple Class from January. He is really 
looking forward to working with the children and he has already 
spent a couple of days in school to get to know Forest & 
Sandridge and the children.  
 
  
 

Our current whole school attendance is:  

96.79% 
We currently have 2307 minutes of 
lateness and lost learning time.  
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