
  

 
 

Newsletter – Term 2 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all the staff at Forest and Sandridge!  

 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his 
name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” Isaiah 9:6 
 
 

Our worship theme for next term 

is Hope. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Christmas Candlelit Carol Service 
It was lovely to be able to join in worship with everyone on the 
last day of term. After having this virtually last year, it was so 
lovely that the children could come together for this special time 
together. The children did a fantastic job of singing Christmas 
carols and songs. Well done everyone!  
 

Advent Reflections 
Advent is the period of time when we prepare for the celebration 
of the birth of Jesus Christ at Christmas. This is a very special 
time in our school calendar. Our Advent Reflections are a time for 
us to come together to remember that very first Christmas. Our 
focus this year was on ‘Jesus as the Light of the World’. Thank 
you to the Year 6 children who led these Reflections. 
 

Two New Babies! 
We have more baby news! Mr Mead and his wife welcomed a 
baby boy named Hudson on November 13th. Two days later, 
Miss Gingell and her partner also welcomed a baby boy named 
Chester! Both boys are doing very well. We are sure you will join 
us in congratulating both families on their new arrivals. 

 
TD DAY- Tuesday 4th January 
Tuesday 4th January is TD Day in school. We look forward to 
welcoming all of our children back on Wednesday 5th January. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Happy Christmas! 
Wow! I cannot believe we are at the end of term 2 already – time 

flies when you are having fun! Christmas in school is always such a 

special time of the year and this year has been so special as we 

have been able to return to some of the traditions that make this 

time of year extra special. Children and teachers worked so hard 

on the nativities and I am sure that those of you who watched them 

will agree that the children were fantastic. Our school choir also 

brought Christmas cheer to the residents of Brookside Nursing 

home singing a selection of Christmas carols. We also spent time 

remembering the Nativity story and had two very special visitors in 

school to bring the story alive for the children. This term our 

Christian value was Peace and as we move through Advent we 

ensured that we put aside time to reflect in our special Advent 

reflections. 

I would like to wish all the Children, parents, carers and staff a 
safe, happy and peaceful Christmas and good health and 
happiness as we move in to 2022. We look forward to welcoming 
children back to school on Wednesday 5th January. Mr James 

 

Christmas! Christmas! Christmas! 
Nativity Day 
On Wednesday 15th December we had two very special visitors in 
school – two donkeys! The children spent the day travelling around 
the Key Stage Two classroom windows which had been decorated 
with the key parts of the Christmas story. The children then came 
into the hall for a time of reflection. Key Stage 1 thought about 
things they are thankful for at Christmas and Key Stage 2 wrote 
Christmas prayers of Thanks and Hope. 
 

Nativities 
What a busy term we have all had in school. We have enjoyed 
some lovely nativities from both KS1 and EYFS. It was lovely to be 
able to have parents back in school to watch and enjoy the 
performances that the children have put on. Thank you so much for 
supporting your child by providing costumes as well as learning 
lines and songs at home. Also, a massive thank you to all of the 
staff who made it happen!  
 

Middle School Christingle Service 
Middle School held a lovely Christingle Service on Tuesday 14th 
December. The children worked on creating Christingles whilst 
learning about each part and what it represents this Christmas 
Time. 
 

 

Next term we will be exploring the value of Hope. We consider 
Hope as waiting for something with expectation and 
anticipation it will happen. It is often accompanied by joy and 
pleasure, and it's related to God. This is an exciting concept for 
us at Forest as our school verse speaks of hope and the plans 
God has for our lives. We live in trust that God will protect us 
and look after us.  
 



 

  

News from across the school… 
 

Seedlings 
In Seedlings we have been enjoying learning all about our 
wonderful world in the Winter. We found out information about 
animals that hibernate through the Winter too. We have read 
'Bear Snores On', tasted popcorn and made our own 
hibernation homes. We have read 'Lost and Found' and talked 
about what animal we would like to go on a journey with to the 
South Pole to see the penguins. We have celebrated Diwali and 
created our own festival of light. This term we have been busy 
learning about the Christmas Nativity story and acting parts of it 
and singing together for our Seedlings 'Round the Back' Nativity 
that we filmed to show our parents. We have had a fantastic 
few terms! We hope you all have a wonderful, blessed 
Christmas break and we will see you in the new year! God 
Bless.  
 
EYFS 
This term Apple and Cherry class have had lots of fun learning 
about different celebrations including Diwali and Thanksgiving. 
We have re-told stories including ‘Bear Snores On’ and ‘The 
Gruffalo’s Child’ using story maps and actions. Both classes 
have worked so hard when practicing their lines and songs 
ready to perform ‘The Easy Cheesy Nativity’. We are so proud 
of them! 
 
Lower School 
In Lower School we have been getting into the Christmas spirit 
in lots of ways! We have some very cheeky Elves in each class 
who have been getting up to lots of mischief!  
Lower School have had a very busy December practising for 
our Nativity ‘Born in a Barn’. The children have all learnt their 
lines, songs and actions really well. The children have 
performed to the whole school and 3 performances to parents 
and carers. They have worked their socks off and we are really 

proud of them all 😊 

 
Middle School 

Year 4 have thoroughly enjoyed their History lessons this term 
on Ancient Egypt beginning with a tomb exploration. Year 3 
have been using the text ‘Winter’s Child’ to inspire their writing 
and enjoyed an immersive candle-lit writing session. All classes 
are very excited about our Christmas Safari in the last week of 
term.  
 

Upper School 
What a busy, busy term it has been! All of the classrooms look 
fabulous and the Christmas activities have been amazing. Year 
6 have been building houses from biscuits whilst Year 5 have 
made gingerbread houses. The children have loved engaging in 
A Christmas Carol in Year 5 and in Year 6 the children have 
found the Twisted Tale ‘The Real Story of the Three Little Pigs’ 
really engaging! It has been a fantastic term!  
 

Football 
Two groups of our children recently took part in a local football 
competition. We came 2nd and 4th out of 10 teams! We were so 
proud of everyone who took part. Well done! 
 

  

Christmas Dinner Day  
On Thursday 16th December we had our annual Christmas Dinner 
Day. The children sat together to enjoy a Christmas dinner with all 
the trimmings and a cracker. Everyone had a really lovely time 
together! 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Brookside Care Home 
Some of our children in Key Stage 2 went Carol singing on 
Monday 13th December down to Brookside Care Home. I know 
the residents absolutely loved this event and it was so lovely to 
hear our children singing the festive songs!  

 
 
 
 

Christmas Jumper Day 
We raised an amazing £336 which will be going to support Save 
the Children. If you have not yet donated and would like to, this 
can be done through Parent Pay. Thank you everyone for your 
kind generosity.  
 

Hannah Tarring- Goodbye! 
A big goodbye to Hannah Tarring our Children’s Church worker 
who has supported us so much over the years and has worked 
with so many children. She is going to be working for Salisbury 
Diocese in another role! We are sure you will join us in wishing 
her the best of luck as she starts her new adventure! 
 

New Staff and a Goodbye! 
A big welcome to Mrs Lisa Hall who has joined us as a teaching 
assistant in Middle School. 
Mrs Maria Pocock is going to be joining us after Christmas 
covering Mrs Prosser’s maternity cover. We will also be 
welcoming Mrs Rachel Hipkin-Fox who will be taking over from 
Miss Lucy Gale in Maple. We wish Miss Gale all the very best of 
luck in her new role! We will really miss her but wish her well. 
 
 

Attendance  
95.75% 

• Children should be in school every day and arrive on 
time. 

• Please ensure that you communicate reasons for 
absence to school by 8:45 a.m. on the morning of each 
day of absence. 

• Please communicate any reasons for absence fully and 
clearly with school staff. 

• Please try to make medical appointments (where 
possible) outside of the school day. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Application for Primary School 
The deadline for primary school applications is January 15th 2022. 
You can apply for a place at a state primary school online or by 

using your Council’s application form. 
Please make sure you get your application in by this date. 

 
  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Forest Friends 
 
A really big thank you to Forest Friends for organising lots of 
our Christmas festivities this year! The Christmas Fayre was 
fantastic and allowed us to support many local businesses! 
Thank you for all your support with this. I know lots of 
parents took part in the wreath making evening earlier this 
month and we had lots of excited children meet Santa in 
Santa’s grotto this month. A big thank you to Merlin Security 
for sponsoring this event. I know lots of children made 
amazing memories! All the money raised from these events 
will allow Forest Friends to continue supporting all of the 
children, ensuring they are given lots of exciting 
opportunities throughout the year! 

 


