
 

Approach to reading at Forest and Sandridge 

 

 

Aims:  

- To encourage children to become enthusiastic and reflective readers through 

contact with challenging and enriching texts.  

- To read a wide variety of genres and text types in an exciting reading 

environment. 

- To form early links with parents and to gain their support with their child’s 

progress in reading.  

- To read with confidence, fluency and understanding, using a range of 

independent strategies to self-monitor and correct mistakes. 

- To develop confident and independent readers by inspiring a love of 

literature and an enjoyment of reading for pleasure. 

 

At Forest and Sandridge we have a skills based approach to reading using 

VIPERS skills (Vocabulary, Inference, Prediction, Explain, Retrieve and 

Sequence/Summarise).  

Lessons are based around a particular skill in order to deepen understanding 

and knowledge in each area. In KS1, there is a greater emphasis on phonics and 

this is then applied throughout KS2 to consolidate what has been learnt. We 

encourage reading for pleasure through children having a choice over texts as 

well as building in time for children to read independently, in pairs and as part 

of a whole class.  All children have daily opportunities to read a variety of 

material in school, including regularly with an adult. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Main approaches to reading in each Key Stage 

EYFS 

In EYFS there is a focus on the introduction to reading including a heavy focus 

on keyword recognition and developing early phonics skills. 

KS1 

In KS1, children have a guided reading lesson every day. This has a heavy 

phonics focus, through a range of texts and activities.  

As children move into year 2, phonics knowledge is consolidated through 

whole class guided reading lessons with greater focus on using the VIPERS 

skills. Children will read regularly with an adult at school and home reading will 

be monitored by staff. Children are expected to read frequently at home and 

consistent gaps in reading records will lead to contact with parents by class 

teachers. 

 

KS2  

In KS2, each class has a whole class reading lesson every day. There are a 

mixture of texts used including whole texts, short extracts video clips and 

pictures. Texts for these lessons are carefully chosen by teachers to ensure end 

of year expectations for each year group are met. Children will continue to 

read with an adult in KS2 and home reading will be monitored regularly by 

staff. Children are expected to read frequently at home and consistent gaps in 

reading records will lead to contact with parents by class teachers.  

 

Planning 

Teachers carefully plan reading lessons through using a progression of skills, 

linked to each year group and end of year expectations. They are carefully 

planned to meet the needs of the children within all classes. The use of 

assessment helps teachers to inform the planning and to plan for next steps in 

the children’s learning.  

 

 

 

 



 

Assessment 

In order to ensure that judgements made about children’s reading are accurate 

we: 

 Ensure teachers and teaching assistants read with children on a regular 

basis, including questioning them on the texts. 

 Undertake termly moderation in year groups and across year groups - 

this enables teachers to validate their assessments.  

 Teachers have regular discussions with colleagues regarding assessment 

of reading.  Through discussions teachers are able to pin point areas for 

development and plan this into future lessons.  

 Use cross subject moderation. Teachers regularly look at children’s 

writing in all subject areas to see how they are applying skills developed 

in reading in their writing. 

 

Intervention 

Interventions are used to ensure children keep up with age related 

expectations and are therefore given the best chance to succeed. In KS1, 

teachers and teaching assistants use Rapid Phonics as a tool to boost children’s 

phonics knowledge which supports their decoding skills in reading.  

In KS2, staff use Rapid Readers which is an intervention scheme supporting 

children’s fluency and comprehension skills. There is also an online version of 

this scheme which parents can use at home to support their child with their 

reading development.  

Our main reading scheme in KS1 is Oxford Reading Tree, supplemented by Big 

Cat and texts from other schemes. These texts support our approach to 

phonics and reading across the school. Books have recently been updated to 

make sure children have a wide variety of engaging and good quality texts to 

choose from.  

 

Library 

We have a well-stocked library with age appropriate books for all year groups 

which is kept up to date with a wide variety of both fiction and non-fiction 

texts. All classes have access to the library.  After school, parents may choose 

to spend time enjoying reading with their child in our library.  


