
Year 6 Maths Home Learning Resources 
Term 6, Week 1 

Session 4: Adding fractions and subtracting fractions 

These questions use and apply the skills we discussed in the videos for sessions 1 and 3 
and draw upon some of the work you have done over the past few weeks. If you think 
that you might need a bit more practise, have another look at the videos. 
The answers are on the answer sheet so that you can check your work. 

Can you explain it? 

Colin thinks that 1 
3

8
  -  

5

8
  =  1 

2

8
  

Explain why he is incorrect. 

Colin is incorrect because from his answer, it look as though he has subtracted the 

denominators incorrectly but carrying out 5 – 3 instead of 3 – 5. The correct answer is 
𝟔

𝟖
 

or 
𝟑

𝟒
. Colin should have seen that he had to cross the whole when subtracting, counting 

back 
𝟓

𝟖
, going back to 

𝟔

𝟖
 and then simplifying this to 

𝟑

𝟒
. 

Can you apply it? 

 Choose one or two of these problems to solve.  

 

Investigate and generalise: 

Look at the first few calculations from 

session 3: 

 

What do you notice? 

Is it always true? Try some more examples 

to convince me. Can you make a 

generalisation (describe in your own words 

the pattern or relationship you have 

noticed)? Can you explain it? 

Is there a similar relationship if the fractions 
are added? 

Example answer 

If you subtract fractions where the 
denominators are consecutive numbers, 
then the numerator will remain the same, 
but the denominator in the answer will be 
a product of the two denominators in the 
calculation.  



 

Write a problem: 

The answer is 
𝟕

𝟖
.  

Write at least two different word problems involving the subtraction of fractions that 
would give that solution. 

Example answer 

A school has two fields. On Monday, the caretaker, cuts 
𝟑

𝟒
 of the grass. On Tuesday, he 

cuts 
𝟓

𝟖
 of the grass. How much grass remains to be cut? 


